
 
 
 
 
 
 

2022 ROOM FOR ALL SUNDAY RESOURCES 
 
 

Based on Revised Common Lectionary Texts for  
Sunday June 12, 2022—First Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31    Psalm 8    Romans 5:1-5    John 16:12-15 

 
 

LECTIONARY NOTE 
 
The beginning of the John passage, “I still have many things to say to you…” is one of the origins 
of the United Church of Christ’s “God is still speaking” campaign. This isn’t only a UCC thing 
though, but relevant to the RCA and believers beyond our denomination. The Bible has 
countless examples of God “speaking” through the marginalized and outcast. How might 
LGBTQIA+ people, BIPOC, women, or other marginalized group in the church today be the 
vessel through which God is still speaking. 

 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (Option 1 - based on Proverbs 8) 
 
Leader:  To you, O People, I call, and my cry is to all that live! 
All:   In the beginning, the Lord created 
  Before the depths had been designed 
  Before the mountains made mighty 
  Before each flower was formed into the whole bouquet of diversity 
  The Lord was there. 
  The Lord is here. 
  The Lord will be with us. 
  Come, let us worship the Lord our God. 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (Option 2 - based on Psalm 8) 
 
Leader: Oh Lord, our God 
  How majestic is your name in all the earth! 
  When I look at the Heavens 
  The sun, the moon, the stars, 



  The works of your hands 
  I wonder 
  Who are we that you care for us? 
  I wonder 

Who are we to care for your creation? 
  The beasts of the field and air 
  The flowers of the meadow 
  The fish in the sea 
  You have crowned us with glory 
  You have crowned us with honor 
  Come, let us worship the Sovereign Lord. 
 
 
LITANY OF THANKSGIVING FOR ROOM FOR ALL 
 
Leader:  Scripture shows us, 
All:  Some are thrown out of God’s house. 

Even in the church of Jesus Christ, 
Even in the Reformed Church in America, 
Some have been thrown out of God’s house. 
Some have felt thrown out through isolation, 
Some have left in righteous anger, 
Some have been made to feel that God has left their house of worship. 
By the work of the Holy Spirit our Advocate, Room for All advocates: 
Not to speak its own thoughts, 
but whatever it hears, whatever is heard; 
to speak the stories from siblings in Christ who are marginalized because of 
their sexual orientation or gender identity: 
Stories that God ultimately rejects them; 
We hear this story. 
Stories that who they are and whom they love are disordered and sinful; 
We hear this story. 
Stories that they are disease-makers, and deserving of disease; 
We hear this story. 
Stories that they make up their experiences; 
We hear this story. 
Stories of further exclusion because of race and ethnicity; 
We hear this story. 
Stories of “Now is not the time for this fight for justice.” 
We hear this story. 



With these stories and so many others, 
we are called to advocate alongside those seeking justice because truly, 
There is Room for All in God’s house. 
Holy Spirit our Comforter and Advocate, 
Preserve and protect our work and Room for All’s work. May the lives of each 
of God’s children flourish and grow in all their diversity. May we hear these 
stories and continue on the path toward justice. Amen. 

  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Option 1) 
 
All:  Holy God, sometimes we wish that you were not so close; we wish that you did 

not know us quite so well. We wish that we could stay as we are. We are often 
afraid of forgiveness, afraid to change, afraid of what it would mean to grow. 
We cannot bear how good you really are. And yet you insist on loving us, 
meeting us wherever we are, and offering us new life. Help our hearts be 
softened by your persistent affection. Bring us home again to you. Lord, hear 
our prayer… 

 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 
Leader:  Beloved people, our sin is not the end of the story. God speaks and is still 

speaking, through the death and resurrection of the Son, through the movement 
and miracles of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. We are forgiven! Amen. 

 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION – LITANY (Option 2) 
 
Leader:  Merciful God, we name the broken systems in this world—economies that 

encourage our greed, politics that co-opt us for violence, social forces that wear 
down our humanity. We name this sin in your presence, Holy One. [silence] 

 
We lament the sorrows of our human life, the pain of our failures, the fears that 
bind us and the unease and disquiet in our living. We lament these wounds 
before you. [silence] 

 
We confess to you and to one another the sins of our own doing, our self-
defeating addictions, and the wounds we have inflicted. We confess all this to 
you, Holy God. [silence] 

 



Please join me now. When you hear “in your mercy…” respond with “Lord, hear 
our prayer.” 

 
We have been taken in by the allure of consumption and accumulation. We are 
distracted by our culture’s self-absorption. In your mercy... 

 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
 We fail to be good stewards of your creation. We waste and want more and 

more. In your mercy... 
 

We are too busy for prayer, too productive to rest in you, too hurried to be still 
and know that you are God. In your mercy... 

 
We are afraid of our mortality; we are afraid to entrust our lives to you. In your 
mercy... 

 
We tell ourselves that violence and poverty and prejudice are the problems of 
someone else. In your mercy... 

 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not loved ourselves as 
your children. In your mercy... 

 
We feel contempt for those who are different than we are, and we fear 
relationship with those who unsettle us. In your mercy... 

 
We sell ourselves short, we deny the gifts you have given us, we fly low for fear 
of the cost of true discipleship. In your mercy... 

 
[Silence, then...] In your mercy... 

 
Let God’s people say, “Amen.” 

 
All:   Amen 
 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
Leader: Guide us, Oh Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that together we may uncover 

your truth for your beloved people.  
 

All:  Amen. 
 
 



PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
Leader:  Triune God who was, is, and always shall be—who knows us and wishes to be 

known by us, we pray a prayer for your church, which we have ripped asunder, 
in the name of destroying the joy of queer people. 

All:  Lord, Hear our Prayer 
 

Triune God who was, is, and always shall be, we pray a prayer for the children 
who are having their joy ripped away in the name of fairness in sport. 
Lord, Hear our Prayer 

 
Triune God who was, is, and always shall be, we pray a prayer for the truth that 
we as a people cannot see the rights of queer people as rights. 
Lord, Hear our Prayer 

 
Triune God who was, is, and always shall be, we pray a prayer for our rejection of 
Black, Latinx, and Asian queerness and the fullness and joy that it brings to our 
family. 
Lord, Hear our Prayer 

 
Triune God who was, is, and always shall be, we pray a prayer for Room for All, 
that the love from us is radical and that our harvest does justice to the fields 
white with grain. 
Lord, Hear our Prayer 

 
Triune God who was, is, and always shall be, we pray a pray for this earth, for we 
have defiled her beauty and been flippant with our duty of care. 
Lord, Hear our Prayer 

 
Triune God who was, is, and always shall be, we pray for our community (insert 
the specific needs of your community) 
Lord, Hear our Prayer 

 
Triune God who was, is, and always shall be, we pray for our congregation (insert 
the specific needs of your congregation) 
Lord, Hear our Prayer 

 
Omnipotent God, we your children beseech you. We reach out to you and cry for 
you to return the joy of being to your children. 
We pray your trans children might live unencumbered. 
We pray your queer children might be full members of society. 
We pray that we might speak the truth of love fully and offer community to 
those living in hatred so we might form a more perfect body. 
We pray for our community, and this congregation. 



We pray for the whole bouquet of beloved diversity present inside and outside 
these walls. 
We pray for this earth that we might see her flourish again, not in our lifetimes 
but the lifetimes of our great grandchildren and our great-great-grandchildren. 
Lord, Hear our Prayer 

 
God of providence, glory, and majesty —come now and quicken our spirits so 
that we might continue to work for the kingdom. Though we know that the 
kingdom shall only come with the return of your son, our lord Jesus Christ who 
makes all things new. Grant us the consolation of your spirit and her wisdom as 
we await the coming of the triune god. 
Lord, Hear our Prayer 

 
We pray now as you taught us to pray… 

 
**The Lord’s Prayer** 

 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
Show the group a bouquet of flowers— this could be a real bouquet that is on the altar for 
service or a picture; aim for a grouping of different kinds of flowers all together. Use the insert 
cover image if desired, preferably a full-page print. 
 
Ask your group: Which of these flowers do you think is the prettiest? Which of these flowers do 
you think God loves the most? 
 
God made all of them, and made them different from one another, but not because one is 
inherently better than the other. 
 
While flowers are just one part of God’s creation, we can see a great deal of diversity just in 
observing them! There are flowers that grow from bulbs, seeds, and trees, not to mention all 
the different colors a flower can be. Too, there are wildflowers and ones that humans must 
plant and cultivate. In all the different climates in the world, many times other places’ flowers 
are completely different from ours. God loves all of them just as They love all of us. 
 
Psalm 8 praises our God for the whole creation we are another part of. Just like the flowers, 
God’s people around the world don’t all look or grow the same way. We’re so grateful for that, 
too, because look how beautiful it can be when different things come together as one! 
 
Prayer:  
 

Our Lord, Creator, 
May we show as much care to our communities as we do a flower bed, sharing 



nourishment with one another and encouraging each other’s growth even when it does 
not resemble our own. Together may we reach for the light and set strong roots in the 
Earth. Amen. 
 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH* 
 
Leader: Joyfully we confess our faith in God’s sovereignty in determining God’s call on 

our lives, including how we express our personal identities, using the words of 
Psalm 139: 

 
All: “We praise you, O God, because each of us is fearfully and wonderfully made! 

For it was you who formed my inward parts. You knit me together in my 
mother’s womb. Wonderful are your works, I know that very well! My frame 
was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven 
in the depths of the earth. Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. In your 
book were written all the days that were formed for me, when none of them 
as yet existed. 

 
We therefore affirm that God alone prescribes who we are to be. In response to 
God’s proclamation, we form our identity in relationship with God. Just as God 
determines whether we are right or left-handed, God weaves our gender, 
sexuality, and sexual orientation into our very being. No elements of our 
personal identity are more inextricable! 

 
People whose identities do not conform to dominant societal norms— lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, queer, transgender, asexual, and gender non-conforming 
identities—are gifts of God to humanity. 

 
They reveal that God’s astonishing and diverse creativity surpasses our limited 
human understanding. Therefore, it is a sin to disparage people if they do not 
conform to society’s heterosexual norms and binary assignments of gender. The 
Bible affirms that God alone has primary authority over the gender, sexuality, 
and sexual orientation that God has ordained for each of us. 

 
Each person’s unique expression of our God-given identity reflects the 
mysterious perfection in which we were made. 
 
In our Christian witness, we believe it is fitting to proclaim God’s primary 
authority in determining each person’s gender, sexuality, and sexual orientation. 
 
No human being should attempt to prescribe personal identity for another. 
 



We acknowledge that it takes tremendous faith in God for people to express 
God-given identities that diverge from societal norms. 

 
The pastoral role of the church is to affirm each person’s God-given identity 
and to uphold our faith in God’s primary authority over who we are to be. 

 
 

HYMNS, ANTHEMS, MUSIC 
 

• How Great Thou Art 

• All Creatures of Our God and King 

• Word of God, Come Down on Earth – James J. Quinn 

• God is Still Speaking – Marty Haugen 

• Songs written specifically for Room for All may be found at 

https://roomforall.com/resources/room-for-all-songs/ 

o “Room for All” by Lorraine Nelson Wolf 

o “God’s Love is Wide” by Rev. Emily and Matt Ratering-Youngberg 

o “I Lift Up My Heart” by Paul Janssen 

• PDF music for LGBTQIA+ affirming songs can be found at 

https://progressivechristianity.org/resources/lgbtq-hymns/ 

• The Hymn Society has published 50+ LGBTQIA+ affirming selections in Hymns for the 

Holy Other at https://thehymnsociety.org/resources/songs-for-the-holy-other/ 

 
 
 

 
 
2022 Resources created for Room for All by Rev. Jeremy Bork, Kate Colburn, Mitch Leet, 
Cameron Van Kooten Laughead, and Elliot Weidenaar. The Affirmation of Faith (cited below) 
comes from a document created by Rev. David Groeneveld, Rev. Elizabeth Estes, Rev. Stephanie 
Kaper-Dale, Rev. George Montanari, and Rev. Samir Youssef with contributors Rev. Jeff Knol 
and Arthur Peslak. 

 
*Adapted from “Affirmed and Celebrated: A Reformed Theology of Inclusion,” a report by 
Classis of New Brunswick, found in the RCA’s 2021 GS Workbook, https://www.rca.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/09/Appendix-Affirmed-and-Celebrated-2019.pdf 


